8/20/84 


George Lartiner 
Washington Post 
1150 15 St., iW 
Washington, D*C. 20005 

Dear George , 

Your new breed of freoh-i'rom-oollogo newspeople certainly have a real sense of 
the immediacy of news* As — learned when 1 phoned you today and a n.m answered lit 
the~ Motional desk. He said you were not -in* x asked ii you were on vacation ana ho 
said* come to think oi it* maybe I didn't see him last week either. So* I asked if 
in your absence anyone else was covering the CIA's efforts to gat IX)j.A amended* He 
said ho didn't know but no guess not. Biri why didn't X ioave a message? ’.fliat good would 
that do if he's on vacation, I asked, He guessed none. And I had told Ida that my. 
purpose in phoning- is that I had what Kdght make a little item* 

The CIA's Sir executive director, among other things, told the English aub- 
comiilttoe tlsat requestors now face delays of u? to JtJjEQfc yearn. Enclosed. 

And its i^ormation bigwheal wrote mo that they destroy wliafc they tana 
"flornant" FOIA request files beginning in years. Also enclosed. 

I misread this as one to two years in a reply intended to get to him a little 
for other reasons not entirely clear in my enclosed response. 

Hut if their claimed backlog is up to t&jgg years (and I tell you over 13 in 
reality) and they destroy those they do not act on beginning in two year's* isn' o i. 
obvious that some got destroyed if people don' t keep after them and t**us are never 
acted upon? 

Sfhe CIA has been stonewalling JIK assassination records requests for nine 
years, asking for moro time, saying they are working on it and need more time, 
and now, after I caught them in a very gross lie whan they phonled up a reason for 
refusing to give mo even a status report, they stitch end soy the records of my 
requests probably don't exist anywayo 

Vhy in the world should the CIA bo so reluctant to disclose nonexompt records 
relating to the assassination and its investigation, certainly two <16 the more 
significant events in recent history? 

I don't think you’d bo interested in what else I refer to in tolling him that 
I caught Hn in a lie but I'll provide copies if you aro. It is simply that he claimed 
regulations prohibited them from oven replying to a letter if I owe thorn money, as I 
claim I do not; he sent mo the alleged regulations; they neither soy nor oven sugges. 
any such thing? they prove that it i3 their violation ofnthoir retaliations that has 
mo owing them money? and of course ho can't addreso this because I'm correct and 
he is a liar. 

These people don't oven tell the truth by accident! 


Best wishes. 


